Class 6 of 13, A video & booklet entitled The Foundations of American Government, by David Barton of “Wallbuilders” – Some of what was said in the video & booklet has been copied or paraphrased below in black type. The items listed below, in blue type, were copied or paraphrased from the booklet entitled The Truth About Thomas Jefferson & the First Amendment, also written by David Barton of “Wallbuilders.”

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Beginning in the 1962-1963 timeframe and continuing to this day; violence, crime, immorality, lying, cheating, stealing, idolatry, etc. have greatly increased, in some cases exponentially.   It has become obvious that far too many individuals no longer observe the time-honored qualities of civility and decency and far too many no longer have the internal virtues and restraints necessary to prevent violent outbursts.  Our form of government, with its Declaration of Independence and Constitution with its Bill of Rights, have brought this nation to a position unrivaled over the last two centuries by any other nation in the world.  Yet, notwithstanding the powerful influence of these two documents, it seems the greatest influence on American culture in recent years stems from the phrase “separation of church and state.”  The amazing thing is that many American citizens, including many lawyers and Congressmen, wrongly believe the following misconceptions about the source of this phase.

· This phrase is found in the U.S. Constitution.

· This phrase is found in the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

· This phrase is found in one or more of the official “founding documents”

· Even though these exact words are not contained in the First Amendment, it is what the First Amendment means.  They believe this phrase was the intent of those that framed the First Amendment. 

· Thomas Jefferson, the source of the phrase, has been characterized as 1) having played a leading role in the drafting and adoption of the First Amendment, 2) the authority on the First Amendment, 3) a moving force behind the creation of the Bill of Rights, 4) a framer of the U.S. Constitution, 5) a constitutional authority, 6) having written his letter to the Danbury Baptists, which contained the phrase, as “a public policy paper,” 7) having been against religious practices in public, and 8) the sole spokesman and prime authority for the First Amendment’s intent.

Listed below is some of the evidence that proves the phrase “separation of church and state,” as now interpreted, was never the intent of Founding Fathers, especially those that drafted the First Amendment.

· According to the Congressional Records from June 8 to September 25, 1789 (the period during which the ninety Founders in the First Congress framed the First Amendment), the Founders repeatedly and succinctly explained that they were trying to prevent what they had experienced under Great Britain – they did not want the establishment by the federal government of one single denomination in exclusion of all others.  They did not want one national denomination in America!!!

· Viewing of the numerous drafts of the First Amendment shows that the word “religion” was frequently used to mean “a single Christian denomination.”  Other phrasing which was found in First Amendment drafts was “religious denomination,” “particular denomination,” and “ denomination.”

· The written record of individuals and federal documents show that for over a century-and-a-half, the First Amendment was properly interpreted.

· Under the original intent of the First Amendment, there were two goals: 1) the Founders forcefully opposed the establishment of a single national denomination, and 2) the Founders also forcefully opposed the government’s separating Biblical principles and values from the public arena.  That is, while they did not want a single denomination to rule America (“Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion…”), they did expect basic Biblical principles and values to be present throughout public life and society (…nor prohibiting the free exercise thereof”).

· Additional proof that there was no intent to restrict religious principle or activities from public arenas is confirmed by the writings of many of the individual Founders who were most closely involved with the writing of the First Amendment and the U.S. Constitution:

· Fischer Ames – Was the Founding Father who offered the final wording for the House version of the First Amendment.  He emphasized the Bible must always remain the primary textbook in public schools.

· Dr. Benjamin Rush – Was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and later served in the administrations of Presidents John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison.  Additionally, he was one of the leading educators – helping to found five schools and universities, of which three exist today.  He offered compelling reasons why the Bible should never be taken out of public schools. He even, rightly predicted, that if the Bible were removed from the classroom, there would be an explosion of crime.

· Noah Webster – Was one of the first Founders to call for a Constitutional Convention and he was personally responsible for Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution.  Basically he said that bad things happen when men despise or neglect the precepts contained in the Bible.

· President John Adams – Was one of only two Founders to sign the Bill of Rights and thus the First Amendment.  He believed that our Constitution would function improperly without religious values and standards in society.

· Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvania – Was the most active member of the Constitutional Convention and was the man who physically wrote the Constitution.  He stated: “Religion is the only solid basis of good morals; therefore education should teach the precepts of religion, and the duties of man toward God.”

· In his Farewell Address, President George Washington confirmed that under American public policy, religious teachings and values must never be removed from the public arenas.  He even pronounced religion and morality as the two most important foundations for political prosperity in America.  Washington knew that if basic religious principles were ever separated from our public government institutions – such as our courts of justice – citizens would no longer have any secure basis for property, life, or freedom.

· The Founders did not wish to see Biblical precepts excluded from public society, for they understood the numerous societal benefits resulting from religious principles and values.  

Listed below are some facts about Thomas Jefferson, the Founding Father, who was the source of the phrase “separation of church and state,” that prove that he was not involved to any degree in: 1) the development of the intent of the First Amendment or 2) the writing or editing of the First Amendment. 

· The heavy reliance on Jefferson, as the sole spokesman and prime authority for the First Amendment’s intent, is a new and recent phenomenon.  Jefferson was rarely cited by previous Courts in this way because their thorough research showed he had little or nothing to do with the drafting and adoption of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and particularly the First Amendment.

· Jefferson was an ambassador in France when the U.S. Constitution was framed.  He was also not a part of the Constitutional Convention for the same reason.  As a strong Anti-Federalist, he did want the Bill of Rights; but as he himself explained, “he gave only vague directions concerning it.”  A single letter from France broadly calling for a Bill of Rights was “all the hand he had in what related to the Constitution.”  Jefferson not only disqualified himself as a Constitutional authority, he rightly disqualified himself as an authority on the drafted and ratified Bill of Rights.  

· Jefferson, an attorney, understood a legal truth: since he was not present when the Constitution or First Amendment was formed, what he offered after the fact was only “hearsay,” which courts do not allow when seeking the truth.  By legal definition, Jefferson’s view is “not admissible as evidence.”  When establishing intent, it is important to produce admissible evidence – evidence from those who were actually there.

To determine Thomas Jefferson’s intent or meaning of the phrase “separation of church and state,” we most go back at a minimum to the full text of the two documents involved:  1) a letter written by the Danbury Baptist Association to President Thomas Jefferson dated October 7, 1801 and 2) a reply, in letter form, by Thomas Jefferson dated January 1, 1802 – nearly 11 years after the First Amendment was ratified in 1791.   Discussed below is some historical information that puts things in the correct context or perspective.

· The Danbury Baptist Association in Danbury, CT, wrote a letter to Thomas Jefferson arguing that freedom of religion was an inalienable right given by God – that it was not a government-granted right.  They feared that for the guarantee for freedom of religion even to appear in the Bill of Rights was to cede to government the power to regulate the free exercise of religion – a power they felt strongly that the government should not have.

· Jefferson responded to the Danbury Baptists with a letter that concurred with their belief that man accounted to God alone for his faith and worship, not to the government.  He further emphasized that none of man’s “natural rights” – including the natural right to obey publicly the duties, which God has imposed on man – would ever place man in a situation where the government would interfere. 

· Jefferson therefore assured them that there was no reason to fear that the government would regulate religious expressions, for the First Amendment had built “a wall of separation between church and state.”  Very simply, for man to pursue God and acknowledge Him – even in public – would never cause him to become subject to government action, for the “wall’ provided a security against government interference, whether in public or private religious expressions.

· Later courts occasionally expounded on Jefferson’s letter.  For example, in the 1878 case Reynolds v. United States, the Court presented lengthy excerpts from Jefferson’s letter (rather than just the eight words “a wall of separation between church and state,” that today’s courts and individuals quote) and then summed up the intent of Jefferson’s “separation” phrase in these words:

             Congress was deprived of all legislative power over mere [religious] opinion, but was left free to reach 

             [religious] actions which were in violation of social duties or subversive of good order (i.e. human

             sacrifice, polygamy, bigamy, incest, injury to children, and advocation and promotion of immorality).

· BOTTOM LINE:  In traditional religious practices – whether public prayer, the use of the Scriptures, etc. – the government was not to interfere.

Listed below are some of the things that contributed to the common misconceptions we have today about the meaning of the phrase “a wall of separation between church and state:” 

· In 1947, in the case Everson v. Board of Education, the Supreme Court – for the first time in history – used only the 8-word phrase.  That Court, unlike previous courts, did not give the context of Jefferson’s letter and did not mention that previous Supreme Courts had used Jefferson’s letter to preserve religious values and principles in public society.  That 1947 Court was the first to use Jefferson’s phase completely divorced from its context and intent.

· Then, in 1962, in the case Engel v. Vitale, the Supreme Court proceeded to redefine the meaning of the word “church” in Jefferson’s “separation of church and state” phrase.  For 170 years, the word “church” had meant a federally established denomination, but in 1962, the Supreme Court determined that “church” would instead mean a public religious activity.  With “separation of church and state” therefore becoming a prohibition against public religious activities, America was set on a new course.  Under that new definition, courts now declare unconstitutional many of the public religious activities, which had been the regular practices of the Founding Fathers who gave us our Constitution.

· The result has been one absurd ruling after another.  For example, in the case Stone v. Graham, the Supreme Court ruled that – because of “separation of church and state” – it was unconstitutional for a student in school, even voluntarily, to see a copy of the Ten Commandments.

Regrettably, many detrimental societal changes have followed the Court’s prohibitions against public religious practices and teachings.  It should be noted that many of our Founding Fathers (George Washington, Fisher Ames, Benjamin Rush, Robert Winthrop, to name a few) forewarned us of the consequences of excluding religious influences from the public arena. 

Today we need to reestablish the truth, the overwhelming majority of the Founding Fathers, who were a part of the Constitutional process, advocated the joining of religious principles to public affairs!!!

To obtain copies of the videotapes shown in this Sunday School Class, contact Wallbuilders at 817-441-6044 or at their Web site: www.wallbuilders.com.  Videotapes or DVDs presently cost $19.95 and the booklets containing the scripts of the videotapes cost just $3.95.



