Class 4 of 13, Part 1 of 2 of the Video Entitled “Keys to Good Government – According to the Founding Fathers,” by David Barton of Wallbuilders.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BP - What are some things that the founding fathers were trying to prevent or eliminate in their new government that they or their descendents witnessed or were familiar with in governments in Europe and other parts of the world?

BP - What are some indications/indicators, symptoms, characteristics, elements, philosophies, etc. of 1) a bad form of government, 2) bad “things” within a government and/or 3) bad “leaders” within a government?

In the Probe Article entitled Christian View of Government and Law:

· Gen.9:6 - God established a government, a theocracy, with His covenant people, after the flood

· Gen. 1:26-27 – The Bible describes two elements of human nature.  Because humans are created in the image of God, they are able to exercise judgment and rationality.   The basis for civil government is rooted in our created nature.  As humans, we are rational and volitional beings.  We are not determined by fate. We have the power of choice.  Therefore we can exercise delegated power over the created order.  Thus a biblical view of human nature requires a governmental system that acknowledges human responsibility. 

· Gen. 3 – Humans are fallen creatures.

· Rom. 3:23 – This human sinfulness has therefore created a need to control evil and sinful human behavior, hence the need for government.

Per God’s Word, (1 Timothy 1, 1 Peter 2, Romans 13, and more), the purpose of government is to reward the righteous and to punish the wicked, never the other way around!!!

The means of securing good government was heavily debated in the 1660s.  Two diametrically opposed viewpoints were presented.

· Political philosopher John Locke held the view that “good government would be secured through the enactment of good laws.”  Locke reasoned that if righteous laws were in the constitution, then no matter who was placed in office, those righteous laws would always bind him.  Locke authored the 1669 Carolina constitution which was very long.

· William Penn, while establishing the government of Pennsylvania, did believe that good laws were necessary, but he did not believe that a long state constitution filled with righteous laws would be the means to securing good government.  Penn understood that the quality of government primarily depended on the goodness found in its leaders.  He further believed that good men would never lack good laws nor allow bad ones.  Indeed, wicked people simply do not obey righteous laws; it is not in their nature to do so, else America would have no murder or theft.  The Pennsylvania Constitution was very short.

Penn’s approach is shown to be accurate not only by history but also by the Scriptures.  For example, Proverbs 29:2 declares:  When the righteous rule, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.

The Delaware constitution contained these words to specify the type individual they wanted in office.

Every person, who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office or place of trust…shall…make and subscribe the following declaration, to wit:  “I do profess faith in God the father, and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed forever more, and I do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be given by divine inspiration.”

This belief in the importance of God-fearing leaders was so well understood in America that in 1892, the Supreme Court pointed out that of the 44 States that were in the Union, each had some type of God-centered declaration in their constitution.  By the way, the Supreme Court formerly pointed to these State constitutions as precedents to demonstrate the Founder’s intent that only Christians should be elected to public office and that God’s principles applied to civil government. 

Our Founding Fathers were concerned that when they died, America would die with them –unless they were able to transmit to subsequent generations the principles upon which they had built America’s government.  For this reason, many became involved with education.

· In the 10 years following the American Revolution, more colleges were established in America than in the 150 years preceding the Revolution.

· Noah Webster helped establish Amherst College and became one of the most prolific textbook writers.  One of his texts, used in American public school classrooms for generations, was the History of the United States.  In it he told students:

· When you become entitled to exercise the right of voting for public officers, let it be impressed on your mind that God commands you to choose for rulers, “just men who will rule in the fear of God.”  The preservation of [our] government depends on the faithful discharge of this duty; if the citizens neglect their duty and place unprincipled men in office, the government will soon be corrupted; laws will be made, not for the public good so much as for selfish or local purposes; corrupt or incompetent men will be appointed to execute the laws; the public revenues will be squandered on unworthy men; and the rights of the citizens will be violated or disregarded.

Webster then concluded;

· If [our] government fails to secure public prosperity and happiness, it must be because the citizens neglect the divine commands, and elect bad men to make and administer the laws.

Part of the problem in the U.S. today is that many people think we are a democracy when in reality we are republic.  Our Founding Fathers had an opportunity to establish America as a democracy and chose not to; they specifically chose to establish a republic.  Lets now look at the major differences:

· About a democracy:  

· Definition:  In a democracy, whenever the people desire is what becomes policy.  If a majority of the people decides that murder is no longer a crime, in a democracy, murder will no longer be a crime.  Likewise, in a democracy, they can choose to define marriage as between a human and an animal. 

· Comments about by Founding Fathers:

· John Adams stated: “Remember, democracy never lasts long.  It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.  There was never a democracy yet that did not commit suicide.”

· Benjamin Rush noted:  “A simple democracy is the devil’s own government.”  “A democracy is simply the deterioration of a republic—it is a lazy man’s form of government.”  It is a ”mobocracy.”  Rush understood that if our people ever lost their knowledge of the Bible and its rights and wrongs, then we would lose our republic.  He further stated: “The only means of establishing and perpetuating our republican forms of government…is the universal education of our youth in the principles of Christianity by means of the Bible”

· Fisher Ames declared:  “A democracy is a volcano which conceals the fiery materials of its own destruction.  These will produce an eruption, and carry desolation in their way.”

· About America’s form of republic:

· Definition:  In America’s republic, the source of our principles is the Bible, particularly the New Testament, or the Christian religion.  In our republic, murder will always be a crime, for murder is always a crime in the Bible.  It is this foundation which has given our republic such enduring stability; for since mankind does not change, he continues to need the same restraints he has always needed; it is the rights and wrongs revealed in the Bible which have provided those guidelines for our republic.

· Actions and comments by the Founding Fathers and others:

· To insure America remained a republic, the Founders wrote Article 4, Section 4 in the U.S. Constitution that requires that “each State maintain a republican form of government”--a “republican” form of government as opposed to a “democratic” one.

· Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Law taught that our laws could not contradict God’s direct decrees, and only if God had not ruled in an area were we free to set our own policy.

· Since the basis of our republic is God’s standards, the only way to preserve the nation’s foundation is to place into office individuals who understand and will protect that foundation.  It is for this reason that a republic is a much more difficult form of government to maintain, for it requires much more effort from the voters—they must investigate the views of candidates before placing them into office.

How did we forget the instructions of our Founding Father and how did we move away from their teachings? 

· Near the turn of the 20th –century, men like Colonel Robert Ingersoll, one of America’s first openly avowed and proudly self-proclaimed militant secular humanists, attacked both Judaism and Christianity in order to remove the Judeo-Christian ethic from America.  His “new religion” had these attributes and goals:

· Human REASON shall be King of Kings and God of Gods

· The teaching of compartmentalization and of ignoring a candidate’s private life – the religious views of a candidate should be kept entirely out of sight. 

These teachings by Colonel Ingersoll contradict what was taught in America’s classrooms for decades.  The textbooks taught that public character…is no evidence of true greatness, for public character is often an artificial one.  The textbook proved this by raising the example of Benedict Arnold.  The textbook thus continued:  It is not, then, in the glare of the public, but in the shade of private life that we are to look for the man.  Private life is always real life.  Our textbooks long taught us to examine the private life, but from what source did they derive this teaching?  From our Founding Fathers—Founding Fathers like John Witherspoon.

About John Witherspoon:

· Was a signer of the Declaration of Independence

· Served over 100 different communities in Congress

· Served as the president of Princeton University

· Was considered the educational father of many Founding Fathers, for he personally trained 87 of them

· What did Witherspoon teach his students which caused so many of them to rise to high levels of leadership and statesmanship?   He taught them that the first characteristic of an American patriot—an American leader—was that he be an active and sincere promoter of “true and undefiled religion.”  His second requirement was that he “sets himself with the greatest firmness to bear down profanity and immorality of every kind.”  He knew that if the people were profane and immoral, then the government would be profane and immoral; and history proves that profane and immoral governments do not endure.  He also declared that whoever was “an avowed enemy of God” was an enemy to his country.   Why?  Recall: we are an established as a republic—firmly built on the principles of God’s Word.  If an individual opposed what God stood for, he opposed the very foundation on which America had been built.  How then could he be a true patriot?  

Abigail Adams agreed with John Witherspoon.  As she explained:

A true patriot must be a religious man…He who neglects his duty to his Maker, may well be expected to be 

deficient and insincere in his duty towards the public.

From where did the Founders derive their teachings on Private life?  Their teachings were derived from the Bible.  For example read Matthew 7:16-20.  In this passage, Jesus explained that if a root was corrupt, then the fruit would also be corrupt—that grapes could not be picked from briars or figs from thistles.  If you want to know if there will be good fruit, then examine the roots.  

According to John Adams, it was the presence of moral and religious beliefs, which distinguished a statesman from a politician.  Adams defined a politician as someone who would compromise his principles in order to advance—whether with his party, his constituents, or a powerful committee head, etc.   However, a statesman would not compromise principles, regardless of what it might cost him.  The difference between the two was that a statesman embraced the Biblical conviction of the reality of future rewards and punishments.  That is, he realized that he must stand before God and account to Him for his behavior while in office.

To obtain copies of the videotapes shown in this Sunday School Class, contact Wallbuilders at 817-441-6044 or at their Web site: www.wallbuilders.com.  Videotapes or DVDs presently cost $19.95 and the booklets containing the scripts of the videotapes cost just $3.95.



