Class 2 of 13, Attch. 1 of 2 - “The Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God” – This 8-Word Legal Phrase in the Declaration was Expounded in America for Years before the Revolution and Accurately identifies the “Spirit” of that Conflict. 

	The early views of Americans prior to and during the Revolutionary War

- mostly taken from Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Law
	Today’s views of 

many “Christians”
	Today’s views of 

most secularists

	Man was considered the “creature” and The Trinity God the “creator:”
· Men are subject to the laws of their Creator

· Man is an entirely dependent being – dependent on God for everything

· Men should, on all points, conform to their Maker’s will

· The will of mankind’s Maker is called “the Law of Nature”

· The will of God for man is called “the Law of Nature”
· “The Law of Nature” is of course superior in obligation to any other

· No human laws are of any validity, if contrary to “the Laws of Nature”
Human reason is corrupt and human understanding is full of 

ignorance and error.  Man naturally tends toward corruption – hence 
we need the separation of powers in government.  A Savior is needed:
· Because of this there is a need for the revealed or divine law – “the 

       Holy Scriptures”

· “The Holy Scriptures,” which are the “Laws of Nature’s God,” contain 

the laws of the God who created Nature

· It was understood there was an implicit need for “objective laws” and/or 

       “objective truths,” those that don’t change with time, circumstances, etc.
Conclusion of first two premises:
· Upon these two foundations, “the Law of Nature” and “the Law of 

      Nature’s God,” depend all human laws; that is to say, no human laws 

      should be suffered to contradict these.

Other Christian views and practices taken from numerous other 

documents of that time period – other than Blackstones:
· The American colonists had the “fear of God/awe for God” in them

· They were convinced the Bible was “divinely inspired” and for man’s

benefit.  Obeying the 10 Commandments went without saying.

· They wanted their children to be literate primarily so they could read  

and study the Bible – most everyone was convinced that Bible 

       knowledge was the key to leading a successful life.

· The Bible was the primary textbook in all schools, including colleges

· 80% of the political pamphlets published during the 1770s were 

       reprinted sermons

· They discovered their rights as Christians and citizens from the N.T.

· They believed governments cannot disregard the Laws of God
· The Founding Father sought God’s wisdom and direction from the 

Bible in whether or not to declare their independence from Britain.

· They believed Romans 13:1 without reservation

· They believed liberty was worth fighting for

· The Founding Fathers knew the only way they could defeat Britain was

       with God’s help

· American soldiers were, under all circumstances, to act like Christians

· The American Colonists, and especially the Founding Fathers, were a 

       praying people and they often prayed and fasted for days on end.

· Throughout their lives, and particularly during the Revolutionary War,

the American colonists saw the hand of God, or Divine Providence, in 

their lives and their nations battle successes and final war victory.

· They were consistent in always thanking God for all their individual and

       national blessings.   The new nation celebrated many Thanksgivings, all

       for the purpose of thanking God for the blessing he bestowed on them.
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