Class 9 of 12, Part 1 of 2 of the Video Entitled Four Centuries of American Education, by David Barton of Wallbuilders.  Numerous facts, quotations and statements, contained in this videotape, about the role of the: 1) Bible, 2) religion (Christianity), 3) morality, and 4) knowledge in our education systems (public and private and from elementary school through college or university) have been copied or paraphrased below.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As you read the quotes below please keep this statement in mind, “The philosophy of the schoolroom in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next.”

Also keep in mind that it is appropriate, if not crucial for our Nation’s survival, to examine closely the educational philosophy that produced the longest on-going constitutional republic in the history of the world.

Note that in 1642, America passed its first public education law: “The Old Deluder Satan Act.”  That law declared:  “It being one chief project of that old deluder, Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of the Scriptures, as in former times…”  Having set forth the purpose of the law and the evil it was designed to prevent, the law then required that American public schools be started in each community so that American students would receive a sound academic education based on God’s Word.  This Bible-centered emphasis in education was common in subsequent educational laws as well.

Many early State Legislatures were concerned about illiteracy because if a child could not read, then he would not know the Word of God or the laws of the state.  Therefore if the state enacted a law that contradicted the Word of God, and if citizens were illiterate and uneducated about the proper role of government as set forth in the Scriptures, they might not prevent the passage of that inappropriate law.  This fear motivated the passage of most state educational laws.  

Harvard had two mottos:  “1) Let every student be plainly instructed and…consider well, the main end of his life and studies is to know God and Jesus, which is eternal life (John 17:3), and, 2) to therefore lay Christ in the bottom as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning.”

Harvard instituted specific educational practices, including:  “Everyone shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day that he shall be ready to give such an account of his proficiency therein.”

Yale admonished its students:  “Above all, have an eye to the great end of all your studies, which is to obtain the clearest conceptions of Divine things and to lead you to a saving knowledge of God in His Son Jesus Christ.”

Rev. John Witherspoon required this of the students at Princeton:  “Every student shall attend worship in the college hall morning and evening…[and] shall attend public worship on the Sabbath…There shall be assigned to each class certain exercises for their religious instruction…and no student belonging to any class shall neglect them.”

The “Northwest Ordinance” – the first federal law to address education:  This law was passed at the same time and by the identical Founding Fathers who drafted the First Amendment – the very Amendment that courts now interpret as prohibiting the presence of religious activities in public education.  Even today, this law is still considered one of the four organic – or fundamental – American laws on which all others are to be based.  Article III of that federal law (signed by President George Washington) directly linked religion and public education together, declaring:  “Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged.”

Ohio’s first State constitution complied with the Northwest Ordinance by declaring:  “Religion, morality, and knowledge, being essentially necessary to the good government, and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of instruction shall forever be encouraged by legislative provision.”  

Dr. Benjamin Rush, in his educational policy paper entitled a Defense of the Use of the Bible in Schools (1791), declared: 

“Before I state my arguments in favor of teaching children to read by means of the Bible, I shall assume the five following propositions:  1) That Christianity is the only true and perfect religion, and that in proportion as mankind adopts its principles and obeys its precepts, they will be wise and happy; 2) That a better knowledge of this religion is to be acquired by reading the Bible than in any other way; 3) That the Bible contains more knowledge necessary to man in his present state than any other book in the world; 4) That knowledge is most durable and religious instruction most useful when imparted early in life; and 5) That the Bible, when not read in schools, is seldom read in any subsequent period of life.”

“In contemplating the political institutions of the United States, I lament that [if we remove the Bible from schools] we waste so much time and money in punishing crimes and take so little pains to prevent them…For this Divine Book, above all others, favors that equality among mankind, that respect for just laws, and those sober and frugal virtues which constitute the soul of [our government].”

“The Bible should be read in our schools in preference to all other books.”

Gouverneur Morris, who created the final language that appears in the U.S. Constitution, had these recommendations on education:  “Religion (Christianity) is the only solid basis of good morals; therefore, education should teach the precepts of religion and the duties of man toward God.”

Fisher Ames, who helped frame the Bill of Rights and proposed the final wording for the First Amendment, wrote an article entitled School Books in which he expressed his concern that by introducing so many new books into the hands of the children in our schools, that one unintended consequence would be that the students would spend less and less time on the Bible.  He further warned that the Bible must never be pushed to the back of the classroom, much less completely taken out of schools.

An 1893 book documenting American education history noted that American education was:  “nurtured in the lap of the church.  The church reluctantly relinquished her claim upon elementary schools.”  Yet despite the fact that the jurisdictional authority over education had been partially shifted and was being shared with the State, the philosophy of education remained unchanged.  In fact, the State superintendent of public instruction even warned.  “If the study of the Bible is to be excluded from all state schools – if the inculcation of the principles of Christianity is to have no place in the daily program – if the worship of God is to form no part of the general exercises of these public elementary schools – then the good of the State would be better served by restoring all schools to church control.”

An indication of how long religious lessons remained a part of public education in America is seen in two textbooks used in Dallas Public Schools:  a Bible Study Course of the Old Testament and a Bible Study Course of the New Testament.  Both were credit courses for graduation used until 1974, and were also used in other major school districts across the nation including Indianapolis, St, Louis, Little Rock, etc.   Such public school textbooks were reflective of the requirements of the original 1789 federal law that schools address “religion, morality, and knowledge.”  Religious principles were universally considered to be an inseparable part of a sound public education, whether at the elementary or the university level.

To obtain copies of the videotapes shown in this Sunday School Class, contact Wallbuilders at 817-441-6044 or at their Web site: www.wallbuilders.com.  Videotapes or DVDs presently cost $19.95 and the booklets containing the scripts of the videotapes cost just $3.95.
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