Class 5 of 13, Part 2 of 2 of the Video Entitled “Keys to Good Government – According to the Founding Fathers,” by David Barton of Wallbuilders.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Noah Webster noted that those who argue that religion and morality are not important considerations for political office fall into one of two categories:  1) either they themselves have loose principles or 2) they have defective views of the subject.  The scriptures direct that rulers should be men “who rule in the fear of God, able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness” – Exodus 18:21 [When Moses was visited by his father-in-law, Jethro].  Further that they “shake their hands from holding bribes” – Isaiah 33:15, because, “a gift blindeth the eye of the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous” – Exodus 23:8.

Noah Webster summarized why we should heed these requirements for office-holders:  “It is to the neglect of this rule of conduct in our citizens that we must ascribe the multiplied frauds, breaches of trust, peculations and embezzlements of public property which astonish even ourselves; which tarnish the character of our country; which disgrace a republican government.”

Noah Webster concluded:  “When a citizen gives his suffrage [his vote] to a man of known immorality he abuses his trust [civic responsibility], he sacrifices not only his own interest, but that of his neighbor; he betrays the interest of his country.”

Webster also said that if one knowingly helped place an immoral person into office, he was a traitor to his country.  Why?  Because installing immorality in office is the very thing that will destroy that office and lead to the destruction of good government in general.

President James A. Garfield, himself a Christian minister, once said: “Now more than ever before, the people are responsible for the character of their Congress.  If that body be ignorant, reckless, and corrupt, it is because the people tolerate ignorance, recklessness, and corruption.”

In summary, early Americans: 1) felt a great personal responsibility to vote, 2) felt voting was the patriotic thing to do, 3) were well-informed voters, and 4) were active voters – close to 100%.

Ingersoll’s second destructive teaching, which moved us away from our Founder’s teaching, was that religion should be compartmentalized—that its influence and its activities should be limited solely to the inside of the four walls of the church and that it should never touch the public arena – keep separate from public, educational, and governmental arenas.  “Our government should be kept entirely and purely secular…So our fathers said ”We shall form a secular government…”

Slowly, the church accepted the teaching of compartmentalization and began to extricate itself from the position of moral conscience and ethical influence that it had exercised for centuries.  It began to encourage children to enter so-called “spiritual” arenas like the ministry or missionary work but discouraged them from entering so-called “secular” professions such as science, education, media, law, and politics.  Note today that less than half of the Christian community votes, even in Presidential elections.

Below are just some various consequences of our nation embracing the two bad teachings of: 1) compartmentalization and 2) ignoring a candidate’s private life – which basically places more and more non believers in office:

· When God-fearing individuals remove themselves from an arena, their values depart with them; and when ungodly individuals enter an arena, their values enter with them!!!

· Exponential increases in the number of federal prosecutions of public corruption

· School prayer left the scene, along with Bibles, when Justices were elected whose personal belief systems did not include Christianity and its principles.

· School prayer was removed by Supreme Court Justices who took a phrase, by Thomas Jefferson, completely out of context – that phrase was “separation of church and state”

· The Bible was taken out of schools because a psychologist testified that “If portions of the New Testament were read without explanation, they could be and…had been psychologically harmful to the [student].”  

· The Ten Commandments were removed from schools because as the court explained “If the posted copies of the Ten Commandments are to have any effect at all, it will be to induce the school children to read, meditate upon, perhaps to venerate and obey, the Commandments…This…is not…permissible.”

What we have learned from the above statements and/or quotes are these facts:

· A leader will always rule by what he personally believes to be correct; he cannot separate the public policy that he enacts from that which he personally believes.

· The personal ideas and beliefs embraced by our leaders eventually become public policy, and those policies have consequences not only on us as individuals but on the nation as well. 

· No institution has intrinsic, inherent value—no institution is good or bad.  People make institutions the way they are; therefore we are back to having to elect good people to have good institutions.

In 1787, George Mason said: “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, so they must be in this.  By an inevitable chain of cause and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.”

We now know that the exclusion of religious principles from public life has been accompanied by a loss of internal self-restraint – note the increases in all crime rates after God was kicked out of schools.

President John Adams said:  “We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our Constitution was made for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” 

The key to a self-governing nation is self-governing individuals, and personal self restraint is acquired from the principles of morality and self-control taught by religion.

Much of the blame for the condition of America rests on the shoulders of the “good men”—the church and people of faith who went to sleep and allowed the enemy to enter and to sow his tares.  God-fearing people of faith should be actively involved in a political party to help select Godly candidates for office.

Godly people should never vote for ungodly candidates – for they will ultimately place ungodly principles into office.  God could not bless ungodly principles; therefore, how could God bless you for helping place those ungodly principles in office.

Our rights, as citizens, are Biblically given, but they are politically protected.  In the past, Americans had political protection to exercise their God given rights because they kept in office men who knew what these rights were and who protected them. 

The Founders made every effort to help us understand that government will always reflect the values of those who are involved in it.

As Charles Finney so well explained:  “The church must take right ground in regard to politics…Politics are a part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to the country as part of their duty to God…[God] will bless or curse this nation according to the course [Christians] take [in politics].”

John Peter Muhlenberg, an ordained minister and pastor of a congregation, decided to join and fight in the American Army under George Washington, because he understood that if he did not get involved, then he could not protect what was important to him.  Evidently his logic eventually had an effect on his brother; for Frederick [Augustus Muhlenberg], too, became involved.

To obtain copies of the videotapes shown in this Sunday School Class, contact Wallbuilders at 817-441-6044 or at their Web site: www.wallbuilders.com.  Videotapes or DVDs presently cost $19.95 and the booklets containing the scripts of the videotapes cost just $3.95.



